E Young moralist. 

an interview fatal to the future ware nf k„n 
Septimius no fooner faw h er P bur h,. 
fm it ten with an involuntary paffion. He ufed 
every effort, but in vain, to fup pre fs de £ 
at once fo imprudent and unjuft. P He retired 
to his apartment in inexpreffible agony, and 
the emotions of his mind in a fhoit time 

brought on a fever which the phyficians 
judged incurable. ■ F ‘yncians 

During this ilnefs, Alcander watched 
him with all the anxiety of fondnefs, and 
brought his miffrefs to join in thofe amiable 
offices. of fnendihip. T he iagacity of the 
phyficians by this means foon dilcovered the 
caufe of their patient’s diforder; and Alcan- 
der being apprized of their difcovery, at 
length extorted a confeffion from the reluc- 
tant dying lover. 

it would but delay the narrative to defcribe 
the confiift between love and friendfhip in 
the breafl of Alcander on this occasion, it 
is enough to fay, that the Athenians were at 
this time arrived to fuch a refinement in mo- 
rals, that even virtue was carried to excefs. 
In fhort, forgetful of his own felicity, he gave 
up his intended bride in all her charms to the 
young Roman ; they were married privately 
by lhs connivance, and this unlooked-for 
change of fortune wrought as unexpected a 
change in the health of the happy. Septimus. 

Tn 


t he young moralist. It 
, neTfcCtlv recovered, and 

In a few days ; he p artH er for Rome, 

toout with bis f ert .P^ of thofe ta i ents which. 
Here, by ai of, he m a few 

he „ s fo -“SEil* of 

S Z ™ ooottiwtrf the City judge, or 

pr Mean while Alcander not only felt the 
oain of being feperatcd from his friend and 
S s miftrefs, but ; a profecution was alto coin* 
menced againft him by the relations of Hy* 
patia, for his having bafely given her up, as 
was fuggefted, for money. His innocence of 
the crime laid to his charge, or his eloquence 
in his own defence, were not able to with* 
ftand the influence of a powerful party. 

He was call and condemned to pay an enor- 
mous fine. Unable to raife fo large a fum at 
the time appointed, his pofieilions were con- 
hfcated, himfelf flopped of the habit of free- 
dom, expofed in the market-place, and fold 
as a flave to the higheft bidder, 

A merchant of Thrace becoming his pur- 
chafer, Alcander, with fome other compani- 
ons of diflrefs, was carried into the region of 
defolation and flerility. His Hated employ- 
ment was to follow the herds of an imperious 
mailer, and his fkill in hunting was all that 
was allowed him to fupply a precarious tub- 
fiflance. Condemned to hopeiefs fervitude* 
every morning waked him to a renewal of 

famine 



